A paradoxical acute effect of levodopa in de novo parkinsonian patients: worsening of some bradykinetic components.
Reports of alterations of reaction times (RTs) in Parkinson's disease are often discordant, particularly when the aim of the research is investigation of the relationship between levodopa (LD) administration and RTs. Slowing of simple RT in a group of de novo parkinsonian patients 30-90 min after administration of LD (Madopar 250) was recently reported. This temporary phenomenon was attributed to a sedative effect of LD. Our present study aimed to repeat these investigations using Multiple Delayed Reaction Verbochronometry (MDRV). We conclude that such a slowing is not a temporary phenomenon but may represent the increased time necessary for the subject to adequately perform the reaction tasks.